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CHRIST’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 1435 
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Council Members 

Jerry Green (Pres.) Dean Brenning (Vice ) 

Holly Lagneaux (Sec.) Ruth Robinson 

John Harmon  Kyle Cochran 

Marcy Law Janet Brockwell  
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Laura Janes Ann Schreiner 

 
Mission Statement 

Our mission is to be a Christ-like, Gospel-centered fellowship of disciples engaged in a 
ministry of faith, love and witness to all of God’s children. 

The Reverend Katie Kerrigan, Pastor 

pastor@christslutheran.org 

Website: www.ChristsLutheran.org 

Rita Denton, Administrative Assistant  Rita@ChristsLutheran.org  

 Office: 740-432-6036                                    Fax:  (740) 432-4133 
Ann DiClemente…..Music Coordinator                        Shannon Shatto…..Custodian                           
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What’s the point of church? 

I was fascinated to read an article a couple of weeks ago with this somewhat provocative title.  

It started with the startling revelation that there is a new movement among atheists to found 

“congregations,” apparently out of a need for what one atheist “pastor” called “a really close 

knit, strong community that can make strong change happen in the world.” 

You may have noticed that I don’t go much in for atheist-bashing, and I agree with the 

recently-elected Pope Francis when he says that Christians can work with all people, 

regardless of belief, when they are joining together in a common cause to make the world a 

better place.  If anything, I am heartened—and (I admit it) mildly amused by—this  

acknowledgement in atheist circles that people are healthier and more productive—more 

human—in groups than they are alone.  We are created to be social creatures, and it has 

always seemed to me the height of irony that so many of the impulses of our current “society” 

(note that the root of that word is the same as “social”) are towards an extreme individualism. 

So I support this recognition among atheists that they will be healthiest when they come 

together to form community for their own nourishment and to work for change in a world that 

badly needs changing—even if I don’t agree with the belief system they gather around, and I 

may not agree with everything they think needs to be changed in the world.   I wish more 

Christians understood and valued the need for community, the need for a place where we can 

safely be—and grow into—our best version of ourselves, as we were created to be.  And I wish 

that more Christians understood that we can only do the “greater things” which Christ 

promised we would do when we work together as the Body of Christ. 

However, as much as I value community and making the world a better place (and you all 

know that I do!), there has to be something more to church than simply “congregating” or 

there would be nothing to distinguish us from atheist congregations.  And, of course, there is.  

The point of church is not simply community and not simply the work we do in the world, as 

critically important as those things are.  Nor is church a gathering of like-minded people 

gathered to have our views confirmed:  church is just as often challenging as it is comforting.   
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So what then IS the point of church? 

The point of church is the opportunity to transcend ourselves and join with the divine.  The 

point of church is the worship and praise of the God who created us and the universe.  The 

point of church is to hear the story of  a God who enters our society in Jesus and frees us, 

through him, to be the human beings we were created to be.  It’s a story that can be told 

quickly, but is best heard over time, becoming more meaningful in repetitions.  It’s a story that 

we never outgrow, a story that always has something new to teach us as our lives change over 

time.  The point of church is to equip us to share that story in words and deeds as we are sent 

out into the world, not to change the world on our own, but to participate in God’s re-creation 

of the world.   The point of church is to draw us out of ourselves and the short-sightedness of 

daily life and point us toward the one True North. 

As we prepare to celebrate All Saints’ Day, it occurs to me that the saints we remember are 

the ones who were compasses pointing to the one True North—the God of the universe—and 

all of them were equipped by the church to do so.   They worshiped and praised God, they 

rejoiced in the story of God’s son Jesus and gave thanks for the grace and salvation he 

brought, and they went forth to participate in God’s renewal of the world, always pointing 

beyond themselves.   And every week, we gather together and practice pointing beyond 

ourselves.  That is church. 

     Thanks be to God! 

       Pastor Katie 

 

 
Confirmation 

This year’s confirmation ministry is kicking off with our first retreat on Saturday, November 16th.  

The Confirmation program is a two-year educational  ministry for young people, to prepare them 

for the rite of Affirmation of Baptism, at which they take responsibility for their baptismal 

promises.  Young people are eligible for this ministry beginning in the 7th grade.  If you—or 

someone you know—are interested in participating and haven’t already spoken with Pastor Katie, 

please let her know as soon as possible.   
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NOVEMBER VOLUNTEERS 

 

Altar Care:   Debi Cunningham 

Coffee Hour:  Liam Bates 

Devotions:   Jerry Green 

Tellers:   John Harmon and Ed Ley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please don’t forget to SIGN UP in the hallway to help with:  

 Altar Care   

 Flower Delivery 

 Nursery Care 

 

You can also sign up for “Let’s Eat Out”!!! 

DATE 11/3 11/10 11/17 11/24 

Assisting  

Minister 

Nora Thomas Ruth Robinson Marion Welch Milt Cerny 

Usher Jerry & Mary 

Green 

Rey & Laura 

Janes 

WELCA Betty Dasch / 

Joann Moore 

Acolyte Mackenzie 

Atkinson 

Paige Moseley Kara Loader Katie Loader 

Prayer 

Offering 

Nick Atkinson James Moseley Layken Cochran Kylie Cochran 

November Altar Flowers  

3 Delores Ober (honoring family birthdays)   

10 Alma Kokubun (daughter Sheila’s birthday)  

17 Robin Ancell (memory of Cordella Canter) 

24 Betty Dasch (memory of Clement) 
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FACTS AND FIGURES FROM OCTOBER  

9/28   Attendance: 16 

9/29   Attendance: 59   Offering: $1,247.00  

10/5   Attendance: 19      

10/6   Attendance: 58   Offering: $3,406.00 

10/12  Attendance: 16    

10/13  Attendance: 45   Offering: $2,546.00    

10/19  Attendance: 12      

10/20  Attendance: 52   Offering: $2,274.00 

10/26  NO WORSHIP 

10/27  Attendance:    Offering: $ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

10 Chris Murrell    18 Nancy Guegold 

11 Jackie Cochran    20 Vic Lagneaux 

12 Gary Loader     26 Joe Stephenson 

15 Keene Pepper     Marion Welch 

 

*Note: Any members wishing to submit their birthday(s) and anniversaries are encouraged 

to do so. Please write the dates and names on an attendance slip or call the church office. 
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“This Old Church” … Building of Christ’s Lutheran Church 1913-1914 

The year is 1913 and the day is the 5th of November. The Building Committee is meeting at the house of J.L. 

Turvey. After appointing a subcommittee to consult with L.H. Slocomb in regards to the number of switches in 

the Midland Power & Traction Co. bid it was found that this bid was favorable and acceptable. Turvey will be 

employed as over-seer of plastering and other work at the church until further notice. After a VERY lengthy 

discussion it has been decided the bill presented by E.C. Johnson, Secy. for Bishard & Pyles for $27.75 for 

painting be allowed. It has been decided to pay Turvey $6.49 for muslin to cover the new church windows. It 

has also been decided to pay Rev. Doty $1.00 for demurrage on the brick shipment and $2.74 for the freight on 

the bell. After viewing the samples The Theodor Kundtz Co. sent of the finished wood for the new church pews 

the Committee decided to accept the finish. 

     On the 13th of November the Building Committee is meeting at the house of the Chairman, Chas Moss. The 

Committee has decided that the insurance on the church needs to be increased to $6000.00. A subcommittee 

composed of Bates, Johnson & Moss will call on Mr. Delaney to consult with him in regards to the plastering of 

the church. It has been decided to pay Turvey $4.70 for the stove pipe, broom and bucket. It has been decided to 

pay John Dean $6.00 for the rent of two stoves. Finally it has been decided to transfer $654.33 from the 

Building Committee fund to the Pipe Organ fund. This amount with the $95.67 now in that fund makes a total 

of $750.00 which is required by Carnegie as our half of the purchase price for a pipe organ. The necessary 

blanks will be filled out at a future meeting. 

Greetings from CLC Archives! 

I would like to thank my two assistants, Shannon Shatto and Pamela Gregg on the hard work they 
have done in the past few months to help put our Archives in order. I would also like to thank the 
gentlemen from the Operational Support Committee, Bil Kerrigan and Steve Heine for the advice they 
have offered me. Also, a big thank you to all who have donated pictures, slides and / or negatives of 
church related events for us to copy. We WILL return them as soon as we’re done. 

The work of any Archivist is never really done.  However, we have reached a point that we feel 
comfortable in planning an Open House to invite the congregation to the Archives to see and hear 
what we have done.  On Sunday, November 17th,  directly following worship and prior to Coffee Hour, 
please come down to the church basement to enjoy a little tour of our Archives. Also, it would be a 
good chance to see what a difference the new glass block windows have made in the appearance of 
the basement.   

Don’t forget, Sunday November 17th right after service. 

See you there,  
 
Julia Bell, Archivist 
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Please keep our “shut-ins” in your prayers: 

Mag Bamfield 

Marianne Boerger 

Bernice Canaday 

Carol Cogsil 

Jeanne Kyllonen 

Keene Pepper 

George Reed 

Dorothy Woodruff 

 

RECYCLE FOR A GOOD CAUSE! 

South Elementary collects the following items:  

UPC bar codes from Our Family products  

Drink pouches (Capri or other brands)- Just remove straw, cut off top edge, and rinse.  

Labels for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many 

brands: Campbells, Pepperidge Farm, BIC, Emerald, Pop Secret, Wolfgang Puck, some Post Cereals, 

Glad, Pace, Dannon, People Magazine, Goldfish, V8.  

Box Tops for Education - Cut out the small rectangular label. Includes many 

brands: Betty Crocker, Nestle, Cereals, Green Giant fresh and frozen 

produce, Hamburger Helper, Pillsbury refrigerated doughs, Land o Lakes, 

Fiber One, Fruit Roll Ups, Nature Valley bars, Welch's jams, Hanes, Avery, 

Ziploc, Kleenex, Scott, Cottonelle, Hefty, Brita, and more.  

Printer ink cartridges 

Magazines (for children & adults) 

Look for the "South Elementary" collection boxes in the hallway. 

Let’s Eat Out ! 

9 a.m., November 16
th

 

Mr. Lee’s 
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 Brothers and Sisters, 

A congregation is only as strong as its members’ willingness to contribute to 
the good of the whole body, and its mission is only as strong as its 
willingness to step out in faith. 

These opportunities to help are desperately needed and have gone unfilled 
for too long, weakening both our own health and our mission.  Please pray 
about these opportunities to serve! 

     Pastor Katie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP WANTED 

Funeral Meal Coordinator:  This ministry is an important expression of our care and 

concern for families in grief.  The Funeral Meal Coordinator calls on volunteers to 

provide food, and oversees the organization of  a meal following a funeral.  Please let 

Ann Bell know if you would be interested in using your “event organizing” skills in this 

way.   

Church Sign Ministry: Every month we receive comments from the community about 

how much they appreciate our sign on the corner of Steubenville and 11th St.  We are 

looking for someone who would like to volunteer their time to find appropriate  

weekly sayings or quotes for the church sign.  Please let Pastor Katie know if you 

would like to help with this ministry. 

A/V:  Please let us know if you would be willing to serve on the roster of A/V techs.  

It’s pretty easy to learn how if you know computers.  This will be a rotating service, as 

we do with ushers.  Please let Jerry Green or Pastor Katie know if you would be willing 

to serve in this way. 

Nursery Attendants:  Please help us welcome children and support their parents by 

volunteering for occasional service in the Nursery.  See the signup sheet in the 

hallway. 

Let’s Eat Out will be BREAKFAST at  

Mr. Lee’s 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH  

at 9:00 a.m. 

Afterwards, please join us for This 

Old Church! 
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Operational Support Committee Report 
  
The month of October 2013 has been a fabulous month for Christ’s Lutheran Church and for the hard 
working Operational Support Committee. The 1111 Steubenville house formerly occupied by the 
Haven of Hope ministry for 27 years, has been rented by a single parent mom with two small children. 
If you see Chelsey around the house or church,  say hello and introduce yourself. Many thank you’s 
go to the Denton and Brenning families for supplying paint, carpeting, labor and much more to ready 
the home for rental. 
  
Secondly, the eleven windows replaced with glass block and one with a customized panel for passing 
through pantry food and other items along Steubenville and Clark streets, was finished. Did you 
notice the cross design in the windows? A big thank you goes to Roy and Mary Bleisath who led the 
entire project and made the customized wood panels. While taking care of windows Roy also led us 
in a fall landscaping effort to replant the church front flower and shrubbery bed and much more. 
  
I have kept John Harmon’s inspection report from January 3 and February 16th 2013 with 61 items to 
fix. There were many man hours donated to do all 61 and more. We had to hire a roofer to fix the 
leaking flat roof above one bedroom before we could fix the water damaged ceiling. What seems to 
have become second nature to the OSC is that we are doing painting, plumbing, electrical, plastering, 
carpentry and all the preparations for a successful project. To GOD be the glory for all our blessings. 
  
Hopefully winter will be slow in arriving and we can focus on some of the many repairs needed in the 
sanctuary, bell tower and other parts of the church. Please do not hesitate in giving us some help or 
your ideas to prioritize our efforts. 
  
Respectfully submitted   Milt Cerny 

 

 

 

WELCA ADVENT LUNCHEON 

WELCA members invite all women, children, grandmas and friends of the 
congregation to the second Advent  Salad Luncheon on Sunday, December 8, 
after the worship service.    We will enjoy lunch, Advent readings and an 
ornament exchange.  Keep your eye on the newsletter, bulletin insert and 
screen for further details. 
 
We had such a good attendance in 2011, let's make this one even better. 
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 KID’S PAGE 

 
     

 


